
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL  – DANIEL MURFITT   
(BA, PG Dip Tchg, PG Dip, Bus Admin, PG Dip. Ed Ldrship) 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read about 

William Colenso College.  

 

We have the staff, facilities and programmes 

that will help students from around the 

world gain qualifications and access to a 

range of learning opportunities. Our 

spacious, well-resourced and modern 

campus is located in Napier, New Zealand.  

 

William Colenso is a modern and 

progressive school with a rich tradition of 

providing high quality academic, cultural 

and sporting opportunities. We offer 

internationally recognised qualifications 

including University Entrance.  

 

We are a signatory to óThe Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of 

International Studentsô.  

 

William Colenso provides a world class Outdoor Education programme. This 

was recognised by winning the award for óBest in Countryô 2007. Our extensive 

range of programmes meets the highest safety standards.  

 

Our students and staff are well known for being friendly and positive. We have 

welcomed students from around the world since the early 1990s and have 

developed excellent structures which support our international students to 

ensure they have an enjoyable and rewarding educational experience.  

 

Our well-resourced student support centre and international student support 

staff are always here to assist individuals realise their potential.  

 

We welcome any enquires you may have and look forward to hearing from you.  
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William Colenso College ς a very special place 
¶ is a Government owned, co-educational day school. 

¶ has around 400 students from Year 7 to Year 14 (11-18 years old). 

¶ is situated a few minutes from the centre of Napier city. 

¶ uses New Zealand’s internationally accepted NCEA as its qualification programme. 

¶ offers a wide range of subject options. 

¶ has accepted International Students since 1995. 

¶ accepts 20-30 International Students at any one time. 

¶ is a signatory to the ‘Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students’. 

¶ offers students both academic and welfare support. 

¶ offers opportunities to participate in a wide range of sporting and cultural activities. 
 

An award winning school 
In recent years William Colenso College has been the recipient of several regional and 
national awards including the following. 
 
2007 
Best Outdoor Education programme in New Zealand 
 
 
2013 
Finalist in Hawke’s Bay Chamber of Commerce  
Westpac Business Awards 
 
 
2016 
Only school to be awarded Ministry of Education  
Commendation for improved NCEA results for four 
consecutive years 
 
2017 
Prime Minister’s ‘Excellence in Education’ Award: 
Excellence in Leadership 
 
 
2018 
Prime Minister’s ‘Excellence in Education’ Award: 
Focus on Education – becoming first school to receive  
Prime Minister’s Award in consecutive years. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WILLIAM COLENSO COLLEGE 
Colenso High School was established in 1959.  In 2004 the high 
school amalgamated with a local intermediate school and was 
renamed William Colenso College.  The school is situated a short 
distance from the centre of Napier city.  The buildings are all 
single storied blocks placed on a nine hectare site along with 
gardens along grass as well as artificial surfaced playing fields.  
The roll of around 400 students in divided into two sections – 
Middle School, which caters for Years 7-10 (11 to 14 year old 
students) and Senior School, Years 11-13 (15 to 18 year old 
students). 
 

Facilities: 
As well as regular classrooms, the school buildings include a 
gymnasium, music suite, library, science labs, technology block, 
computer suites, art rooms, specialist senior catering and 
hospitality centre, assembly hall and a purpose built outdoor 
education classroom with one of the biggest school-based rock 
climbing walls in New Zealand.  The playing fields include areas for 
cricket, softball, rugby and soccer.  Artificial, all-weather surfaces 
are available for hockey, tennis and netball.  The gymnasium 
caters for badminton, basketball, table tennis, volleyball and 
weight training. 
 

Extracurricular Activities: 
Students are encouraged to take part in the wide range of 
sporting and cultural opportunities offered. 

¶ Winter Sports (April-September): basketball, soccer, rugby, 
hockey, netball, table tennis, badminton, touch rugby, 
footsul. 

¶ Summer Sports (September-April): volleyball, cricket, 
softball, tennis, kayaking, athletics, swimming. 

¶ Cultural Activities: Maori culture, music, debating, dance, 
drama production, public speaking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WHAT  E.R.O. HAS TO SAY  
The Education Revue Office (ERO) is the department within the New Zealand 

Ministry of Education which periodically inspects schools in New Zealand and 

issues a report on their findings regarding the learning which is occurring in the 

school, the systems which are in place and the general school environment.  

In the latest ERO report (2017) this is what was said about William Colenso 

College regarding its International Programme:  

 

Provision for international students  

The college is a signatory to the Education (Pastoral Care of 
International Students) code of Practice 2016 (the Code) established 
under section 238F of the Education Act 1989. The college has 
attested that it complies with all aspects of the Code. Comprehensive 
ongoing review enables it to effectively monitor compliance with the 
Code.  
At the time of this review there were 30 international students 
attending the college. Leaders and school personnel ensure suitable 
support for international students. All students have homestay 
accommodation. The college has regular contact with the families 
who host students.  
School staff work collaboratively to provide appropriate pastoral 
care. Wellbeing and achievement is well-monitored. Positive 
relationships are built with students. They are effectively integrated 
into wider college life and participate in a range of sporting and 
cultural events.                                                                                                                                
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Getting to know William Colenso College 

Here are a few things to help you get to know William Colenso College and 

what you can expect:  

ü From Monday to Thursday school starts at 8:40am. The day is divided 

into five lessons, each one hour long, and finishes at 3:00pm.  Fridayôs 

timetable is a little different, with just two lessons each two hours long.  

ü As with school anywhere, you will be expected to attend every day and 

arrive before school starts.  

ü After school there might be sports or cultural group practices.  

ü You will need to choose seven subjects. The only compulsory subjects 

are English and Mathematics. There are special English classes (ESOL) 

for international students who need extra help with the language.  

ü If your aim is to achieve University Entrance while you are at William 

Colenso College, you will need to choose subjects from an approved list. 

Teachers will help you with this.  

ü Soon after arriving at the school you will be placed in a year level 

appropriate for your age. It will depend on what time of the year your 

birthday is, but generally if you are 15 years old, you will be in óYear 11ô. 

If you are 16 you will probably be in óYear 12ô and 17+ year olds will be 

placed in óYear 13ô. It is important for you to understand that this has 

nothing to do with the level at which you will be studying. You will 

study each subject at the level most suitable for you.  
ü William Colenso College, like most schools in New Zealand, uses the 

National Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA) as its main 

course of study. You can read more about NCEA in the International 

section.  

ü All students up to year 12 level must wear the prescribed school uniform. 

You will learn all about this when you arrive and staff and your homestay 

family will help you.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


